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In fall of 2021 my chapter, “Imaging Industry: Woodblock Prints,
Factory Women, and Sericulture in Meiji Japan,” will be published in
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the edited volume, The Visual Culture of Meiji Japan: Negotiating the
Transition to Modernity.

The chapter argues that woodblock prints from the 1870s showing
women working in silk production were a form of aestheticized
oppression. Conditions working in early Meiji silk mills were difficult,
but the prints show a fantasy of work.

Tying the prints to earlier Edo prints of women engaging in silk
production at home, as well as analyzing the visual links in the Meiji
silk prints to the imperial family, the chapter connects historic and
economic research in sericulture to visual culture.

Woodblock prints were a common means of communication in the
early Meiji period, and these images may have been used to recruit
women workers, and for regular citizens to gain an understanding of
silk production, a critical industry in the Meiji industrialization project.

The book that the chapter appears in, The Visual Culture of Meiji
Japan, has ten other chapters and an introduction related to Meiji
visual culture, with authors from Japan, the United States, Germany,

France, Austria, Ireland, the UK, and Israel.
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The Visual Culture of Meiji Japan: Negotiating the Transition to
Modernity, edited by Ayelet Zohar and Alison J. Miller will be
published in English by Routledge in November, 2021.
https://www.routledge.com/The-Visual-Culture-of-Meiji-Japan-

Negotiating-the-Transition-to-Modernity/Zohar-
Miller/p/book/9780367612849
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xs8PH1ZdaMo
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